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Dear Bride and Groom:
We rejoice with you on your forthcoming Marriage. God has called you two to love and to care for one another all the days of your life; therefore, we at St. Paul’s, want to partner with you to make sure that your Marriage is both meaningful and worshipful. To that end, we have completed the following booklet that describes our local customs and the canon laws of our diocese and national church. Upon receiving a formal application for Marriage from you, we will select a Wedding Consultant from our parish to assist you with any further questions that you may have. 

Please fill out the enclosed Marriage Application and Declaration of Intent and return them both to our parish administrator as soon as possible. The Priest will then review your application and make an initial appointment with you for consultation. Please take note of all the following requirements before proceeding: 

· At Least one of the candidates for Marriage must be a communicant in good standing at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church for at least six months prior to application. A communicant in good standing is defined as a member who is regular in attendance, gives financially to further Christ’s work in this parish, and is active in ministry. A personal relationship with Christ is presumed. Immediate family members of communicants in good standing are also considered as such. Applications for Marriage made before this is achieved will be deferred, pending the couple’s active membership. 

· At least ninety days notice must be given prior to the actual wedding date.

· The couple must complete three sessions or more of premarital counseling. Any sessions directed by outside sources at the request of the rector (such as a professional Christian counselor) will be paid for by the couple.

· Weddings for communicants of Episcopal parishes other than St. Paul’s will be granted if…
· Application is made ninety or more days in advance.

· St. Paul’s clergy and Wedding Consultants conduct the rehearsal.
· All policies included in this customary are followed and upheld.

· If counseling is done outside our parish, a written statement of approval of the proposed Marriage needs to be sent by the counseling priest to be filed in our parish records.

· Because of a unique understanding of the nature and theology of Marriage held in our church, we do not “rent” our space to non-members of other denominations. 
· If either party is divorced, at least one year shall have passed since the date of the final decree before making application to be remarried. A copy of the final decree, a brief autobiographical sketch of the nature and cause of the divorce, as well as a formal application for remarriage will be sent to the bishop’s office before permission to move forward will be granted.
· If a couple is cohabitating before Marriage, the couple will be asked to separate for a season of purification or to marry immediately and have a church blessing later when friends and other relatives are able to attend. Our bishop’s will is to remedy sinful lifestyles by immediately restoring the couple to Christ and the church; and after restoration, blessing them before God. 
The clergy, the staff, the Wedding Committee of St. Paul’s are here to assist you.
If you have any questions concerning this most special of days, please do not hesitate to call us: 
(843-248-4706) Church Office
Should I Get Married in the Church?

This may sound like a silly question at this point; however, you need to take it seriously. There are many beautiful places in which a couple may be married if they are not interested in making Christ and the Church central to their covenant. There are many people, both clergy and laity, who are licensed and willing to do weddings outside the church. Church weddings are meant to be services of worship. As such, they only make sense within the context of faith. 

In essence, when a couple comes to the church to get married, they are making a faith statement to God, in front of their families and their friends. At the altar of God, the couple is inviting Jesus to become a living and active partner in their relationship. At this time, you may want to ask yourself, “Is this our understanding of marriage?” 

In the Episcopal Church, Marriage is considered a sacrament just as reverent and just as mysterious as Confession, Confirmation, or the Ordination of clergy. In order to make an appropriate beginning of the Marriage, Christian couples come to the church to ask for God’s blessings; for the sanctifying grace of the Holy Spirit; and for the prayers of the Christian community to help them sustain the sacramental vows they make.  

If you seek Marriage in the Episcopal Church, you are not being wed simply to each other, but to Christ and the Church as well. You are committing yourself to growing your Marriage in the church. In addition, you are committing yourself to raising any children that you may have in the Christian faith. 

Having said all of this, it is the principle of grace that has always defined relationships within the church. If you are not in communion with a church, but are spiritually ready to explore what it means to make a serious commitment to Christ, then St. Paul’s church stands with opens arms, ready to discuss Marriage with you, regardless of your past.    

Because we have a unique understanding of Marriage in the Episcopal Church, we request that you read this customary carefully and thoroughly. 

Please do not make any wedding plans, without first reading this manual and consulting a parish priest.

Declaration of Consent
''We, Mr. ________________ and Ms. ___________________, desiring to receive the blessing of Holy Matrimony in the Church, do solemnly declare that we hold marriage to be a lifelong union of husband and wife as it is set forth in the Book of Common Prayer.
''We believe that the union of husband and wife, in heart, body, and mind, is intended by God for their mutual joy; for the help and comfort given one another in prosperity and adversity; and, when it is God's will, for the procreation of children and their nurture in the knowledge and love of the Lord.
''And we do engage ourselves, so far as in us lies, to make our utmost effort to establish this relationship and to seek God's help thereto.''
Application for Marriage

Please return to St. Paul’s Episcopal Church Office by __________________________________ 
(2 Weeks following approval of wedding)

Wedding Date: _____________________ Church or Chapel: __________________________ ______    

(Use full Names, Please)

Bride:    _________________________________________________________________________________
Birth date: ____________________________Age at time of wedding: ________________________

Bride’s father (full name)_______________________________________________________________
Bride’s mother (full name – include Maiden name)____________________________________
Parents address: ________________________________________________________________________
Groom: __________________________________________________________________________________

Birth date: _____________________________Age at time of wedding ________________________

Groom’s father __________________________________________________________________________

Groom’s mother (full name-include maiden name)_____________________________________ 

Parents address: _________________________________________________________________________

Rehearsal date and time: ________________________________________________________________

Wedding Date and Time_________________________________________________________________

Will there be Holy Eucharist?  _______________

Priest to officiate: ________________________________________________________________________

Assistant Clergy: _________________________________________________________________________

(please give address if other than St. Paul’s)

Reception at church? __________

Approximate number of Invitations: _________
WEDDING CHECKLIST

BRIDE AND GROOM

          







Date Due

Completed
Meet with Priest who will officiate


 ___________                  ____________

Forms to return to St. Paul’s


Application for Marriage
                                        ____________                  ____________


Declaration of Consent        

              ____________                   ____________

             Wedding Ceremony

                           _____________
               ____________


Seating Chart



              _____________
              ____________

Ordered Wedding Booklets (optional)
                           _____________
              ____________

Meet with Organist



                          _____________
              ____________

Meet with Wedding Committee

                           _____________
              ____________

Meet with Priest (at least 3 times) 


_____________
              ____________

If Reception will be held at Church:

Reserve Rooms



             ___________________________________

Pay Fees





(when reserved)
 ____________


For the Rehearsal:


Marriage License (turned in at rehearsal)           ______________              ____________
Remainder of Fees Paid



______________              ____________

WEDDING CEREMONY

To be completed after meeting with organist and Wedding Committee.

Please return to St. Paul’s by _________________________________ (1 month before wedding date)

Wedding Date:_________________________   Church or Chapel _________________________

Bride:  _________________________________    Groom:  __________________________________

# of attendants:_________________________   # of Groomsmen:________________________

Music before ceremony (see note on appropriate church music later in this document):

Processional:

Scripture reading(s) selected (choose at least one from those listed in the Celebration and Blessing of a Marriage, Book of Common Prayer, Page 426):

Who will read the Scripture (family or friends may be invited)?
Choose a Marriage Blessing Prayer:  Page 430_____ or Page 431_____
Who will present (give away) the Bride (father, mother, both, a friend)? (see pgs. 425 and 437)

Please indicate which response will be used to the question, “Who presents this woman to be married to this man?”



“I do” or           “Her Mother and I do” or             “Those who love her do”

Solos or other music during ceremony:  Please indicate when you think you would like music to be played or sung:

Processional Out of the Church:


9.
Floor candelabra to be used?  (not available at St. Paul’s at  this time)    
            Yes              No

ANY SPECIAL NOTES:


SEATING CHART
(To be given to your wedding director)

Please return this to St. Paul’s by ____________________________________  (2 weeks before wedding)

Bride:    ___________________________________________________________________________________

Groom: ___________________________________________________________________________________

Wedding Date & Time:  _____________________________Church or Chapel? _______________

Rehearsal Date & Time: _________________________________________________________________

How many guests are expected? _________________________________________________________


Reserved seating,  Bride’s side


Reserved seating, Groom’s side 

First  Pew





First Pew

Second Pew





Second Pew

Third Pew





Third Pew

Fourth Pew





Fourth Pew
Bride’s Parents:

Bride’s Grandparents:

Groom’s Parents:

Groom’s Grandparents:

Maid/Matron of Honor:  ______________________________________________________

Bridesmaids (shortest to tallest, please):

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

Best Man:  ________________________________________________________________

Groomsmen (shortest to tallest, please):

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

Who seats the bride’s mother?


Ushers her out?

Grandmothers?




Ushers her out?

Other?





Ushers others out?

Who seats groom’s mother?


Ushers her out?

Grandmothers?




Ushers her out?

Other?





Ushers others out?

St. Paul’s Wedding Customs
Concerning the clergy
The clergy and those assisting with the wedding do not expect to be invited to the prenuptial festivities. This includes the rehearsal party or the wedding reception. However, if you would enjoy having your officiating clergyman in attendance, please choose to invite him either to the rehearsal party or to the reception, whichever would be more meaningful to you. 

Priests do not charge for weddings. An honorarium, either given to the priest or to the priest’s discretionary fund is acceptable. As a general rule of thumb, a gift comparable to the organist’s fee is customary. 

Wedding Committee and Direction


Upon application for marriage, the chairperson of the Wedding Committee will assign a member of the committee to meet with the bride and her mother and will serve as their resource for information. In addition, we do not allow wedding directors from outside the parish to direct our rehearsals. The clergy and the Wedding Committee will direct you and assist you in all your planning and rehearsal needs. 

Times and Dates

· Weddings must begin no later than 6:00 p.m. If Holy Eucharist is involved, the wedding must begin no later than 5 p.m. Receptions held in St. Paul’s parish hall must conclude no later than 7:30 p.m.
· Weddings are not solemnized on Sunday or during Lent.

· Please have your marriage license ready to be pre-recorded at the time of the rehearsal.  

· Rehearsals generally take place at 5:00 p.m. on the day before the wedding. Any variance from this schedule should be brought before the priest and the Wedding Director when making application for marriage.   
Use of Space


Please note that no adhesives, tacks, staples or other marring materials may be used to attach decorations. Your Wedding Director can assist you with the proper way of attaching any hangings or decorations.  
Children in the Wedding


Young children may participate in the wedding, but it is suggested that their part be brief; especially if they are under six years of age. An example of “brief” would be inviting a young person to be ring bearer and to carry an honorary pillow during the service. After the procession, he or she could rejoin the family.

Number of Attendants


It is strongly suggested that no more than eight bridesmaids and eight groomsmen be asked to stand up front. Other ways of including family or friends would be to have them read Holy Scripture, administer the chalice (if licensed), or serve as acolytes. 

Photographs


Flash pictures during the wedding are forbidden. Posed pictures may be taken in the hours prior to the wedding or reenacted afterward. If taken after the service, the wedding party is allotted no more than 20 minutes in which to take ALL pictures and clear the church for cleanup. 
It is the bride and groom’s responsibility to inform the photographer, family, and friends of our no-flash policy. Videotapes may be made without the use of artificial light from either of the musician areas, or from our balcony when completed. 

Rice and Birdseed


Rice and birdseed present a danger to elderly people on Sunday mornings, thus the use of these is forbidden. A nice alternative may be the use of bubbles, which are allowed. 

Altar Flowers


Two arrangements may be placed on the altar in the containers provided. Decorations may be placed in the windows; which may include candles, at the discretion of the Wedding Committee. The name of your florist should be given to you Wedding Committee contact as soon as possible, so that she may make an initial contact with the florist to discuss our policies. Also, the Wedding Committee will need to alert St. Paul’s Flower Committee that there will be an alternative arrangement on the altar the Sunday of your wedding. 
No potted or artificial flowers are allowed. It is an Episcopal Church custom that flowers used for a wedding will remain on the altar for the following Sunday service, and then be delivered to the infirmed. If you wish to keep your flowers, please let us know at least two weeks in advance.  
Candles


Candles for the altar are furnished by the church. Other candelabra or lighting ceremonies are not considered in keeping with the Book of Common Prayer and are, therefore, not allowed. 
Music


Music is under the direction of the organist but all music is subject to final approval by the priests of the church. The bride and groom should meet with the organist at least 60 days in advance of the wedding. Since ours is a service of worship, only sacred songs, hymns, or other music will be allowed in the church service. In an effort to avoid any secular connotations, popular wedding marches such as those from Wagner’s “Lohengrin” or Mendelssohn’s “A Midsummer Night’s Dream,” will not be allowed because they both spring from secular and not sacred traditions. 
Appropriate music for weddings can be found in the works of many of the great composers, all of whom have written joyous and appropriate pieces. Music from the 1982 Episcopal hymnal is highly recommended. There is a growing trend of couples using congregational hymn singing as part of the marriage service. 

Seating


Comfortable Seating---300


Maximum Seating---375

Others Serving at Your Wedding

Crucifer---Carries the cross of Christ in procession

Acolytes---Assistants whose main duties include lighting candles, helping to set the table for Communion, carrying processional torches, etc.. We urge you to use members of your family when trained persons are available.  

Sexton---In charge of sound system, bell ringing, setup and takedown of spaces and the general preparation of the church grounds and buildings for the wedding and then for Sunday worship. 

Chalice Bearers---If Communion is desired, one or two chalice bearers will need to be chosen.

Readers---The readings may be read by family members or by parishioners. At least one Lay Reader should be chosen for your wedding. 

Ushers---Additional ushers are available to help in parking cars or other ministries, but we encourage your primary ushers to be made up of friends and family members.

Altar Guild--- The Altar Guild will be in charge of all setting-up or taking-down of worship items such as the elements for the Eucharist, refilling of liquid candles, and the changing of hangings and other paraments.

Other Fees


There will be a fee of $150 for the use of the church. $100 of this fee will go to the sexton who will be present at the rehearsal, before the wedding to unlock, and after the wedding to prepare the space for Sunday’s service. The remaining $50 will help to offset electrical use, general wear and tear, and any additional technical needs (sound board and lighting).  If using the parish hall for a reception venue, then there will be an additional $75 charge for the sexton’s work prior to and after the reception. 

The organist will also receive $200 per service for a simple wedding; additional soloists/ instrumentalists may add to this fee.  This is to be negotiated beforehand with the church organist. 

All fees should be paid in full on or before the night of the rehearsal. 
May God Bless You!
DIOCESE OF SOUTH CAROLINA

APPLICATION FOR CONSENT FOR REMARRIAGE (only)

IN THE CHURCH AFTER DIVORCE, IN CONFORMITY WITH TITLE I, CANON 18, SECTION 3(c).

A.
THE PROPOSED MARRIAGE

1.
Parish and Address ____________________________________

2.
Cleric requesting consent The Rev. Julian T. “Tripp” Jeffords III

3.
Names of Applicants

a.
Man ____________________ Age____________________

b.
Woman __________________ Age____________________ 

4.
Church Membership of Applicants

a.
Man’s Denomination  ______________ Parish__________ Active _____

b.
Woman’s Denomination ____________ Parish__________ Active _____ 

       City _______________

5.
Which of the applicants has been married before? 

6.
Have either of you approached any other minister about this proposed marriage before coming to St. Paul’s?  If yes, give details:

7.
Date of their first request to you to be married _______________.  

8.
Date of the proposed ceremony____________________.   

9.
Date of the final decree(s) in previous marriage(s)________________________. 

10.
Describe the nature of the pre-marital counseling you are doing with the couple:

a.
What opportunities for repentance from the failure of the previous marriage(s) have been included in this counseling?

b.
In your opinion, is (are) the previous marriage(s) psychologically and practically ended?

c.
Who else is working with this couple?__________________________________

11.
What factors make you think the proposed marriage will be successful?

12.
What problems do you foresee for this couple?

13.
What do you think the divorced applicant(s) has (have) learned from the previous marriage(s) which will help the proposed marriage succeed?

14.
Date of proposed post-marital counseling with the applicants______________________

Please attach a copy of the final divorce decree. You may want to see the complete court record in order to verify the facts in the case.

Conscious of my responsibility under the Canon and for the continuation of pastoral care of this couple, I do recommend and request that you consent that I might perform the marriage proposed herein.











__________________________












Priest’s Signature

B.
THE PREVIOIUS MARRIAGE (To be filled out by the APPLICANT – use one form per previous marriage. To be returned to the Priest).

1.
Name of previous marriage partner__________________________________________

2.
Your age and that of your previous partner at the time of the marriage:

Yours_________________________________Partner’s_________________________

3.
Date of previous marriage_________________________________________________

4.
Date of Divorce_________________________________________________________

5.
Please attach a copy of the final divorce decree. The priest may want to see a complete copy of the court record in order to verify the facts of the case.

6.
Which party brought divorce proceedings?____________________________________

7.
On what grounds was the divorce obtained?___________________________________

8.
Were children born of your previous marriage?_________________________________

a.
How many?__________________ Present ages ______________________________

b.
Who has custody of the children and why?______________________________

9.
Have you fulfilled all obligations to the previous marriage partner? ________________ (Provided for the well-being of your former spouse and any resulting children.)

a.
Is there continuing financial obligation?_________________________________

b.
If YES, are there adequate resources to meet it as well as to take care for the new family? __________________________________________________________

c.
Are all parties aware of, and satisfied with, the financial arrangements?________

10.
Please attach a brief account of the marriage history and the circumstances leading to the divorce.

Signature of Applicant_________________________      Date________________________

Please attach a copy of the final divorce decree.
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